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PHAN GIOI THIEU

CHUONG 1:

Cau ké 1-10: Nhan duyén cua viéc thuc hién tac pham.

Cau ké 11- 22: B6 Tat Sumedha phéat nguyén thanh Phat.

Cau ké 23- 39: B6 Tat Siddhattha xuat gia va ching dac qua vi Phat.
Cau k¢ 40- 62: Tho hudng lac giai thoat va chuyén van Phap Luan.

CHUONG 2:

Cau ké 1-9: Dtrc Phat ngu dén dao Lanka lan thir nhat.

Cau k¢ 10-18: buc Phat ngu dén dao Lanka lan thi nhi.

Cau ké 19-28: Puc Phat ngu dén dao Lanka lan thi ba.

Cau ké 29-38: Dtic Phat Niét Ban,

Cau ké 39-49: L& hoa tang.

Cau ké 50-57: Phan phéi xa-lg1 Phat. X4a-lo1 rang bén trai dugc vi trudng
ldo Khema trao cho dirc vua Brahmadatta thanh Dantapura cua x(r Kalinga
(An D9).

Cau ké 58-72: Céc triéu vua ké vi cho dén dirc vua Guhasiva.

Cau ké 73-89: Su chuyén hoa duc tin cua dirc vua Guhasiva.

Cau ké 90-108: Purc vua Guhasiva thuyét Phap d6 duc vua Cittayana.

Cau k¢ 109- 124: Xa-lgi rang Phat thi hién than thong.

CHUONG 3:

Cau k¢ 1-8: Xa-lgi rang Phat duoc dua dén Pataliputta.

Cau ké 9-25: Cac dao si 16a thé xti giuc dirc vua Pandu thu thach xa-1o1.
Cau ké 26-53: Chau cb ctia nam cu si Anathapindika tan duong duc Phat.
Cau ké 54-69: Xa-loi thi hién than thong.

Cau ké 70-97: Brc vua Pandu sanh khi niém tin.

111



CHUONG 4:

Cau k¢ 1-6: Xa-lgi rang Phat dugc rudce vé lai thanh Dantapura.

Cau ké 7-13: Cudc chién tranh doat x4-10i ring Phat.

Cau ké 14-23: Buc vua Guhasiva trao xa-logi rang Phat cho con gai va
nguoi ré dé di chuyén dén xtr Sthala.

Cau k¢ 24-27: Su gap go vi truong lao.

Cau k¢ 28-38: Long Vuong Pandubhara doat léy xa-loi.

Cau ké 39-45: Lén thuyén ra khoi.

Cau ké 46-53: Cac loai rong gitr thuyén lai dé cung dudng bay ngay dém.
Cau ké 44-56: Cap bén ¢ xtt Lanka nhd cong duc cia vi truong ldo.

CHUONG 5:

Cau k¢ 01-09: Xa-lgi dugc rudce vao tu vien Meghagiri.

Cau ké 10-22: Purc vua va toan thé dan chiing dén rudc xa-loi.

Cau k¢ 23-33: Su di¢u ky cua xa-1o1 rang Phat.

Cau k¢ 34-63: Xa-lgi ngu dén khu vuc phia bac thanh Anuradhapura.
Cau ké 64-69: L& hoi hang ndm duoc quy dinh thanh truyén thong.

BAI KE GIOI THIEU TAC GIA:
Cau k¢ 01-07: Bai k¢ tu thuat tiéu sur cua tac gia.
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PHAN GIOI THIEU

dkokoskosk sk

Tac pham Ddthavamsa cung cap st lidu vé xa-loi ring bén trai cta duic
Phat. Xa-lgi rang nay da duoc vi hién triét Khema nhat léy tai 1& hoa tang
nhuc than cta dic Thé Toén ¢ Kusinara ro6i di ting cho dirc vua
Brahmadatta ¢ thanh Dantapura x(r Kalinga (Chuong II: cau ké 52). Sau
do, xa-lgi rang nay da dugc cong chiia Hemamala con vua Guhasiva cung
v6i chong 13 hoang tir Danta dua dén hon dao Lanka vao ndm thir chin
dudi tridu duc vua Kittisirimegha (308 sau cong nguyén), va di dugc duc
vua cung dan ching tiép rudc long trong (V: 1). Sau d6, xa-loi da ngy dén
tu vién Abhayuttara va dugc tho phuong tai do (V: 67).

Xa-1oi rang Phat nay 1a vat biéu twong cho vuwong quyén va 1a ddi twong
chiém bai linh thiéng nhét cia dao Lanka, hién dang duoc tho phung tai
Dalada Maligawa (nghia 1a Dién Tho X4 Loi Ring), ¢ Kandy. Lé hoi
chiém bai Xa-lgi Rang Phat duogc td6 chic rAm rd vao khoang thang
Bay/Tam moi nim.

Theo 101 tu thuat cua tac gia ¢ phan dau (I: 4-9), tac pham nay duoc ghi
lai theo 101 thinh cau cia vi théng lanh quan doi tén Parakkama la nguoi
da ung hd Hoang Hau Lilavati 1én ngoi tr1 vi x&t s&¢ vao nam 1211; do do
thoi diém thyuc hién tac phém nay dugc udc dinh vao giai doan trén. Dua
vao phan két thic, dugc biét tic gia 1a vi trudong 130 Dhammakitti 13 gido
tho su cua duc vua (rgjaguru) va la d¢é tu cua Ngai Saritanuta (mot cach
goi khac cua tén Sariputta) danh tiéng & vao triéu dai cua vua
Parakamabahu I (1153-1186). Dong thoi cling duoc biét thém vé cac cong
trinh bién soan khac cua vi ay gom co: S¢ Giai (7'ika) Ratnamatiparicika
cho tdp van pham Sanskrit ndi tiéng Candravydkarana cia tic gia
Candagomi, S& Giai  Saratthadipani cho ban Cht  Giai  Luat
Samantapasadika, S6 Giai Saratthamaiijiisa cho b Chu Giai cua Kinh
Tang Chi, va tap sach tén l1a Vinayasangaha.



V& hinh thuc, tdic phadm ndy dugc thuc hién dya theo 16i trudong thi
(trong to nhu thé Mahdkavya ctia ngdn ngit Sanskrit) gom c6 415 cau ké
(gatha). Mdi cau ké duoc ghi thanh 2 dong va dugc chia 1am 4 pada;
thong thuong mdi cau ké nhu vay 1a mot cAu vin hoan chinh vé phuong
dién van pham.

Vé noi dung, tac phém nay co dé cap dén viéc dtrc Phat da ngu dén hon
dao Lanka ba lan: Lan tht nhét vao thang tha chin tinh tir lic ching qua
Toan Giac, dirc Phat d3 ngu dén Mahiyangana dé khuat phuc cac da-xoa
(II: 1-9). Lan thir nhi vao ngay Uposatha thudc ha huyén cta thang Citta
(twong duong ngay 30 thang Ba am lich) vao nam thr nam tinh tur luc
chimg qua Toan Giac, Ngai dd ngu dén Nagadipa dé giai quyét su tranh
chap gitra hai vi Long Vuong vé ngdi bao toa bang ngoc ma-ni (II: 10-18).
Lan thir ba vao ngay Ram thang Vesakha (tuong duong ram thang Tu 4m
lich) ctia nam tht tam tinh tir lac chimg qua Toan Giac, Ngai di ngy dén
Kalyani (nay la Kelani Vihara ¢ thu d6 Colombo) theo 161 moi ciia Long
Vuong Mani-akkhika (II: 19-28). Thém vao doé con c6 nhiing cau chuyén
ké séng dong veé su huyén di¢u cua xa-loi Phat, cling nhu niém tin va thai
d6 sung kinh ctia nguoi dan trén dao d6i voi di san quy bau nay cua dirc
Phat.

V& phuong thirc trinh bay, chung t6i da ghi lai cac ciu ké tho Pali bang
dang chit nghiéng xen k& véi 1i dich Viét theo 16i vin xudi bang dang chit
ding; moi cau ké Pali tuong duong voi hai hodac ba dong van Viét duogc
trinh bay thanh timg doan tach biét. Poi chd, hai cau ké hodc nhiéu hon
duoc dich chung thanh mét doan dya theo tinh chat hoan chinh vé van
pham hodc v€ y nghia cua chung. Cac cau d6i thoai khi duoc dich sang
tiéng Viét dugc trinh bay bang dang chir nghiéng trong ngodc kép. Chung
to1 trinh bay song ngir nhu vay vdi cac dung v sau: Gitp cho doc gia nguoi
Viét ¢6 duge van ban Pali dé tham khao lic can thiét, dong thoi ciing
thuan tién cho quy doc gia trong viéc kiém tra lai chat lugng cua 161 dich
Viét. Mot diéu can luu ¥ 1a trong van ban Pali nay, ching t6i da khong
tach roi cac cum tir da duoc lién két lai theo quy luat Sandhi nén c6 nhiing
dong chix chiém tron mét hang hoac hon.

Vé nguyén tac Pali, ching toi cling xin ghi lai nguon trich dan da duoc
chiing to1 st dung dé quy vi tién viéc sao luc:

vi



1/- The Dathavamsa (in Devanagari characters). Ed. and trans. Bimala
Charan Law. Lahore: Motilal Banarsi Das, 1925.

2/- The Dathavamsa from Sir Coomara Swamy’s edition in Sinhalese,
Dr. Morris’ transliteration in Roman characters. “Journal of Pali Text
Society 1884.” London: Pali Text Society, 1978. 109-151.

3/- Dathavamso. CD Rom Chatthasangayana, version 3.0. Vipassana
Research Institute, 1999.

Muc dich ctia chtng t6i trong khi nghién ctru tai liéu nay nham tim hiéu
van phong Pali qua cac thoi ky khac nhau nén thoi gian dau tu cho cong
viéc ghi lai tiéng Viét cta tai liéu nay rat han ché, vi thé khong tranh khoi
nhitng diéu thiéu sot. Ngudng mong quy doc gia niém tinh hy xa. Moi su
g6p ¥ phé binh xin email vé: indacanda@gmail.com.

Nhan day, chiung t6i cling xin thanh tdm ghi nhan cong duc cua Ven.
Bodhinanda (Canada) d cung cp vin ban Pali dang méu ty Devanagard,
d6ng thoi chan thanh tan duwong su sach tan va tng ho cta quy vi hitu an:
Su Co6 Diéu Linh, Su C6 Hanh Btru, Sw Co Liéu Phap, Dr. Binh Anson,
Ba Ba Dié¢u Dai, C6 Sau Dép va cac con Pham Thi Thi, Pham Xuan Lan,
Pham Thu Lan, Pham Thong Hai, C6 Tu Khanh Huy, C6 Lé Thi Hué, Co6
Ng6 Kim Chi, gia dinh Truong Tuyét Anh, v.v... Thanh tdm cau chiic quy
vi ludn glu: vitng niém tin va thanh tyu dugc nhiéu két qua trong cong viéc
tu tap giai thoat va ho tri Tam Bao.

Cong doc nay xin dang dén Hoa Thwong tru tri chua Sri
Jayawardhanaramaya, Colombo, Tich Lan, da tao nhi€éu di€u kién thuan
lg1 cho chung to1 trong cong viéc tu hoc va nghién ctiru Phat Phap thot gian
qua.

Mong sao hét thay chiing sanh déu dugc tién hoa trong anh hao quang
cua Chanh Phap.
Colombo, ngay 02 thang 05 nam 2005
Bhikkhu Indacanda
(Trwong dinh Diing)
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